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ANZICS Statement on Kids Off Nauru

ANZICS and its members are disturbed by recent media reports detailing the 
deteriorating physical and mental health of asylum-seekers detained on Nauru and 
Manus Island. In particular, reports of self-harm by children detained on Nauru are 
especially concerning.  As a society of health care professionals focused on the wellbeing of 
all persons, irrespective of their race, religion or personal beliefs, ANZICS requests urgent 
humanitarian support be provided to address the physical and psychological needs of these 
unfortunate people. 

We are calling upon all Australian political leaders to urgently review their asylum-seeker 
policies and action the prompt transfer of all detainees to either mainland Australia, or 
other welcoming countries for processing and settlement.  We note and support the actions 
of many of our medical colleagues who have also expressed such concerns. 

The board and staff of ANZICS encourage individual members to record their support for the 
immediate closure of offshore detention centres and to provide humanitarian support 
for asylum seekers detained within these facilities.  More information can be found 
at www.kidsoffnauru.com or via social media (#KidsOffNauru). 

Kind regards,

Dr Stephen Warrillow

President
The Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Society
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